
 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, Oct. 19, 2023 

 

To whom it may concern,  

The following letters are submissions from major stakeholders throughout North Carolina in 

support of the N.C. Department of Transportation Rail division’s applications of future intercity 

passenger rail corridors for funding to the federal Corridor Identification & Development Program in 

2023. 

 



 February 27, 2023 
 
 
Mr. Jason Orthner 
1 S. Wilmington Street 
Raleigh, NC 27601 
 
Dear Mr. Orthner: 
 
On behalf of the City of Charlotte, I am pleased to express the support of the city for all of the grant 
proposals that will be submitted by the NC Department of Transportation for consideration through 
the Federal Railroad Administration’s Corridor Identification and Development Program.   
 
In particular, we are very interested in the following corridors that would integrate passenger rail 
services into the future multi-modal Charlotte Gateway Station in uptown Charlotte: 

• Charlotte to Kings Mountain, NC 
• Charlotte to Washington, DC 
• Winston-Salem, NC to Charlotte 
• Atlanta, GA to Charlotte 

 
These corridors are important connections in the Connect Beyond Regional Transit Plan.  CONNECT 
Beyond has been endorsed by the Metropolitan Transit Commission, Charlotte Area Transit 
System’s policy board, and Metropolitan Transportation Organizations across the Charlotte Region. 
The city expresses its profound appreciation to the NC Department of Transportation for all of the 
work that continues to be done to improve multi-modal opportunities throughout the State of 
North Carolina. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Mayor Vi Alexander Lyles 
City of Charlotte 
 
 
Cc: Charlotte City Council 
 City Manager Marcus D. Jones 
 City Manager’s Executive Team 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
April 17, 2023 
 
Ms. Julie White 
Deputy Secretary for Multimodal Transportation 
North Carolina Department of Transportation 
1 S. Wilmington Street 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1501 
 
Dear Secretary White: 
 
The Western Piedmont Council of Governments and the Greater Hickory Metropolitan Planning 
Organization fully support the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s effort to expand 
passenger rail service into western North Carolina. The Hickory-Lenoir-Morganton Metropolitan 
Statistical Area is North Carolina’s 8th largest, and as such serves as a key driver of economic activity in 
the western part of the state.  
 
The extension of passenger rail service into our region – which is recognized for its natural beauty and 
wide range of outdoor recreation destinations – will stimulate tourism and improve connectivity for 
residents who need to travel to Asheville, Charlotte and Raleigh for business or leisure activities. New rail 
service to our region would also open an entirely new section of the state to passenger rail travelers from 
as far away as New York and Washington that have previously been unable to reach our area by rail. 
 
Several downtowns in our region are located along the existing Norfolk Southern rail corridor and would 
welcome the opportunity to work with NCDOT to extend passenger rail access into the region. Western 
Piedmont Council of Governments and the Greater Hickory Metropolitan Planning Organization have 
numerous resources that can also be used to assist in the development of NCDOT’s feasibility study and 
can serve as a convener of key stakeholders throughout the region. 
 
We look forward to working with you on this exciting project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Anthony Starr, ICMA-CM, AICP 
Executive Director 
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SUPPORT OF CORRIDOR IDENTIFICATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM TO RE‐

ESTABLISH A PASSENGER RAIL CONNECTION FOR SALISBURY TO ASHEVILLE 

February 27, 2023 

 

Jason Orthner, P.E., CPM 

NCDOT Rail Division Director 

1 S. Wilmington St. 

Raleigh, NC 27601 

RE: Letter of Support for Salisbury, NC to Asheville, NC Future Passenger Rail Service via 

FRA Corridor Identification and Development Program 

Dear Jason: 

This letter documents the support of the French Broad River Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 

for NCDOT Rail Division’s submittal of the Salisbury, NC to Asheville, NC rail corridor to the FRA’s 

Corridor Identification and Development Program. Restoring passenger rail service between Salisbury 

and Asheville for the first time since 1975 would bring many benefits to Western North Carolina (WNC) 

while enhancing rail ridership and economic development on connecting lines within the state and 

beyond. 

Equity and Environment Benefits via Transportation Options 

Passenger rail service would provide a travel mode alternative for Asheville and WNC, which already 

experience high travel demand. For example, the Asheville Regional Airport is now the 3rd busiest airport 

in the state, with a 43% increase in passengers in 2019 and 1.8 million passengers in 2022, reflecting six 

consecutive years of record passenger growth. Area highway traffic is also increasing, with I‐40 now 

carrying 11% more traffic and I‐26 carrying 13% more traffic than they did in 2009. Passenger rail service 

would present an opportunity for travel mode‐shift, supporting FRA’s goals for a safer, cleaner, and 

more equitable transportation system. 

Economic Development and Equity Benefits via Access and Mobility 

There are more than 900,000 people in the six counties that the rail corridor passes through. However, 

tourism plays a major role in WNC’s economy, with more than 11 million visitors per year in Buncombe 

County alone. A 2019 study by the Buncombe County Tourism Development Authority (TDA) noted that 

for day‐visitors, 58% are from North Carolina, with 28% from Charlotte and 8% from the Triangle. For 

overnight visitors, 31% are from North Carolina, with 10% from Charlotte and 9% from the Triangle. 

These numbers present latent demand and an opportunity for better access and mobility between WNC 

and the state’s two largest metropolitan areas. 



339 New Leicester Highway, Suite 140 • Asheville. NC 28806 • www.frenchbroadrivermpo.org 

mpo@landofsky.org     828-251-6622 

Long-Range Transportation Plan •Transportation Improvement Program 

Highway Planning • Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning  • Transit Planning  • Public Involvement 

In addition to being a popular tourist destination, WNC is also a retirement destination. In fact, the WNC 

region has a 44% higher proportion of persons age 65 and older than North Carolina as a whole, so 

providing seniors with non‐driving travel options to access the rest of the state will take on increasing 

importance. 

This project would also enhance geographic equity, as a key guiding principle of the Appalachian 

Regional Commission (ARC) is to better connect and integrate Appalachia with the larger country. In 

2017, ARC prepared a study whose title perfectly summarizes the need and importance of the WNC rail 

project: Access vs. Isolation: Preserving Appalachia’s Rail Connectivity in the 21st Century. North Carolina 

is commonly associated with having three key regions, the Coast, Piedmont, and Mountains, but at 

present, the majority of passenger rail service is concentrated in the Piedmont. 

Many countries around the world view and build widespread passenger rail networks as a critical piece 

of infrastructure, so our state could step in that direction with projects like the Salisbury to Asheville 

line. Connecting our growing region to the business and governmental centers in other parts of the state 

would be critical to maintaining safe, accessible, and scenic links across North Carolina.  

As part of the work of the MPO, we work with NCDOT and our member governments to determine 

transportation priorities for funding as well as long‐range planning. We are excited about the potential 

for restoration of passenger rail service and its positive social, environmental, and economic multiplier 

effects. 

As our region continues to grow and change, we believe the Salisbury to Asheville passenger rail line 

would be a critical investment to help maintain and improve the quality of life for WNC residents in 

addition to the many visitors that are currently limited to highway and air travel to the region. 

Sincerely, 

___________________________________________ 

Anthony Sutton, French Broad River MPO Board Chair 













 

 

 

 
Mr. Jason T. Orthner, P.E., CPM      March 10, 2023 
Rail Division Director 
North Carolina Department of Transportation 
1 South Wilmington Street 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1553 
 
Dear Mr. Orthner: 
We write on behalf of the members of the NC Metropolitan Mayors Coalition (NC Metro Mayors).   
As leaders of the NC Metro Mayors, we want to share with you, that our group representing 
mayors of our state’s 32 larger cities have voted unanimously to support expansion of passenger 
rail service; and, therefore wholeheartedly support North Carolina Department of Transportation’s 
(NCDOT) application for ALL twelve corridors being submitted for the Federal Railroad 
Administration’s Corridor Identification and Development (Corridor ID) program. 
 
We believe that NCDOT’s vision for a state-wide passenger rail system that connects our cities and 
rural communities across the state will provide incredible opportunities for our citizens. Adding to 
a robust and growing effort to improve regional corridors with connections to Washington, DC and 
Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor, as well as planned southern connections to urban centers such as 
Atlanta and Florida, we will grow a passenger rail system to serve generations to come.     
 
The excitement for passenger rail amongst our mayors is palpable, and successful applications for 
the Corridor ID program will be a huge help in continuing to build on that excitement.  As leaders 
of our state’s urban centers, I cannot emphasize enough just how we strongly believe in the 
opportunity that passenger rail offers as we work hard to connect our citizens, both urban and 
rural, to tools for a better quality of life and opportunities.  Passenger rail is a badly needed 
complement to our overburdened highway and air travel, one that can also help us combat climate 
change, connect to urban, suburban and rural residents to jobs as well as open up areas of the 
state that may not have benefitted from our state’s economic and population growth.  
 
As a group, we are already looking for ways that we can aid the growth of passenger rail.  Over the 
coming months we will reach out to you to grow our efforts.  We look forward to working with you, 
Deputy Secretary White, Secretary Boyette, Governor Cooper – and other critical partners, such as 
our elected representatives in the NC General Assembly and the US Congress, and other partners 
such, Amtrak, USDOT and our local and state business leaders across our state as we continue to 
build support for passenger rail. 
 
We strongly support the important step of securing Corridor ID grants in all our corridors.  As you 
know, we stand ready and will work hard - bold action now will bear fruit for many years to come.  
Sincerely, 

  
   
Mayor Pam Hemminger, Chapel Hill    Mayor Bill Saffo, Wilmington 
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COUNTY OF DURHAM 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
March 1, 2023 

 

Jason Orthner, Director 

NC Department of Transportation 

Rail Division 

1 S. Wilmington St. 

Raleigh, NC 27601 

 

Dear Mr. Orthner: 

 

Durham County strongly supports all the NC Department of Transportation’s applications for the 

Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Corridor Identification and Development program. NCDOT 

is submitting twelve corridors for the program, many of which travel through and would provide 

enhanced intercity rail connections for Durham, and we appreciate and support the department’s 

extensive vision for a safe and efficient passenger rail program in North Carolina connecting urban 

and rural communities.  

 

Durham was founded as a stop on the railroad and our history is linked to the connectivity and 

economic opportunity that the railroad provided to our residents and industries. Today, the North 

Carolina Railroad corridor crosses through Durham providing freight and well-utilized intercity 

passenger rail service. The corridor has tremendous potential for even more intercity passenger rail 

service between NC’s rapidly growing Piedmont crescent cities, more frequent rail connections to 

Washington, DC and beyond, and new connections between rural and urban communities in eastern 

and western NC. 

 

Durham County’s top priority for the FRA Corridor ID program is the Charlotte to Washington, DC 

corridor using the North Carolina Railroad corridor through Durham. This corridor is used today by 

the Piedmont and Carolinian Amtrak routes, and more frequent, safer, and more reliable service 

would be a great benefit for our residents. Durham County has participated in and supported several 

studies of infrastructure and new services on this corridor including the GoTriangle Commuter Rail 

Study and the submission of an FRA Railroad Crossing Elimination grant application to study 

crossings in East Durham. This corridor is well-positioned to move quickly into design, construction, 

and implementation of enhanced intercity rail service. 

 

We also support the new service proposed from Winston-Salem to Raleigh that would use the North 

Carolina Railroad corridor through Durham. NCDOT has proposed several new corridors connecting 

http://www.dconc.gov/
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Raleigh to Wilmington, Greenville, Hamlet, Morehead City, Fayetteville, and Weldon. All these 

corridors should include the consideration of extension through Durham and beyond to truly provide 

a statewide interconnected passenger rail network. 

 

The FRA Corridor ID program provides an opportunity to advance Durham County’s environmental, 

economic, and equity goals. Intercity passenger rail service and the infrastructure to support it 

provides alternatives to more costly and more polluting modes of transportation, improved safety at 

railroad and roadway crossings, more access to transportation for disabled and economically 

disadvantaged residents, enhanced economic competitiveness for the growth of business and 

industry, and better quality of life for our residents. Durham County emphatically supports the FRA’s 

goals to use the Corridor ID program to establish a long-term vision for passenger rail service, and 

we are excited about the opportunity that this will provide for Durham. Please give NCDOT’s 

applications full consideration, and we strongly encourage the selection of these corridors for further 

study. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Brenda Howerton, Chair 

Durham Board of County Commissioners 

http://www.dconc.gov/


NCDOT Rail Division Director, Jason Orthner,  
1 S. Wilmington Street, Raleigh, NC 27601 
 

Letter in support of the Salisbury, NC to Asheville, NC corridor  

I understand twelve corridors will be submitted to FRA for consideration for participating in the 
Corridor Identification and Development Program and obtaining grant funding.   

This letter of support is being emailed to Cheryl Collins (cjcollins@ncdot.gov) on Wednesday, 
March 1, 2023, to be included in your application packages. 

My prospective may be a bit different. Our town, Old Fort is celebrating its 150 anniversary this 
year with a theme of “Elevate Old Fort”, Elevate its People, Community and History.  There is 
little history of Old Fort that does not include the railroad and what the railroad has brought to 
the community through the years. Many of our most noted citizens were employed by the 
railroad and many people have fond memories of riding the mountain railroad between Old Fort 
and Ridgecrest, going through the loops and tunnels. 

With passenger rail connection for the Salisbury to Asheville route, peop0le could again 
experience and learn the history behind how this remarkable feat was accomplished. 

Significant points to consider in your consideration: 

• Current Passenger Rail Service in North Carolina is widely used and has a growing 
passenger count.  This could be true for Salisbury to Asheville, as well. 

• Passenger Rail Service from Salisbury to Asheville could be improve accessibility to 
communities along the route and promote economic growth. 

• Western North Carolina has been without passenger rail service since 1975 and there is 
a need to provide a strong and balanced transportation system 

• Statistics show that return on investment matches dollar for dollar when it pertains to 
station devolatilization 
 
 
We ask for your support in making this consideration a reality, 
 
Catherine R Moore 
WNC Rail Committee Member 
Old Fort 150 Project Coordinator 
 

 
 

 

mailto:cjcollins@ncdot.gov
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March 8, 2023 
 
Jason Orthner, Director 
NC Department of Transportation 
Rail Division 
1 S. Wilmington St. 
Raleigh, NC 27601 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Orthner: 
 
The NC Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) is happy to send a letter of 
support for the NC Department of Transportation’s applications for the Federal Railroad 
Administration Corridor Identification and Development program. We support the goals of the 
program and see great benefit in bringing world-class passenger rail service to our region while 
we work together grow a safer, cleaner, and more equitable rail system. 
 
CAMPO is a regional transportation planning organization serving communities in Franklin, 
Granville, Harnett, Johnston, and Wake Counties in the North Carolina Triangle Region. The focus 
of CAMPO’s work is to move towards a seamless integration of transportation services that offer 
a range of travel choices and are compatible with the character and development of our 
communities, sensitive to the environment, improve quality of life, and are safe and accessible for 
all. As such, we believe that NCDOT’s applications for the FRA Corridor ID program provide an 
opportunity to help advance these goals by providing enhanced access to frequent and reliable 
rail service in CAMPO’s jurisdiction. 
 
Of the twelve corridors NCDOT is submitting for the program eight travel directly through 
CAMPO’s jurisdiction (Charlotte to Washington, DC; Wilmington, NC to Raleigh, NC; Greenville, 
NC to Raleigh, NC; Winston-Salem, NC to Raleigh, NC; Hamlet, NC to Raleigh, NC; Morehead 
City, NC to Raleigh, NC; Fayetteville, NC to Raleigh, NC; and Weldon, NC to Raleigh, NC), and 
the remaining three still provide increased access to and from the CAMPO jurisdiction by 
connecting into existing corridors serving the key destinations in the area.  
 
We hope that you give NCDOT’s applications full consideration as we believe they will provide 
needed mobility improvements for the people of North Carolina, and the CAMPO jurisdiction in 
particular.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Chris Lukasina, AICP, GISP 
Executive Director 
NC Capital Area MPO  
 

http://www.campo-nc.us/
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TOWN OF APEX  
The Peak of Good Living 

PO Box 250 Apex, NC 27502  |  (919) 249-3400  |  www.apexnc.org 

 
 
 

February 27, 2023 

 

Jason Orthner 

Rail Division Director 

North Carolina Department of Transportation 

1 South Wilmington Street 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27601 

 

Dear Mr. Orthner: 

  

The Town of Apex is writing in support of the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s Hamlet, 

North Carolina to Raleigh, North Carolina application for the Federal Railroad Administration’s 

Corridor Identification and Development Program.  

 

The Town of Apex sits directly along the S-Line Corridor, between Hamlet and Raleigh, in Wake County, 

North Carolina. Apex is a railroad town without a rail station. Our motto, “The Peak of Good Living”, is 

an affectionate tribute to both our position at the highest point along a 30-mile stretch of the S-Line 

corridor, and the high regard we have for our hometown. While centered around a beloved, small, historic 

downtown, Apex is rapidly growing. Our population dramatically increased from about 20,000 in 2000 to 

about 75,000 today. Given this rapid growth and rapid increase of congestion on roadways, Apex 

understands the importance of transportation options. We are excited about the opportunity to bring 

passenger rail back to Apex, and see rail as a critical spine of our overall multimodal, land use, and 

economic development vision.  

 

Apex has a history of strong partnerships with the North Carolina Department of Transportation 

(NCDOT). We have participated in a year-long effort, led by NCDOT, to facilitate transit-oriented 

development (TOD) planning along the S-Line rail corridor. The Town contributed funds, time, and 

resources to this important effort to integrate land use, economic development, and transportation 

connectivity as new passenger rail services develop. The Town also is looking forward to participating 

with NCDOT in a feasibility study for a mobility hub that we anticipate serving as a future passenger rail 

station in Apex. Once again, the Town was eager to contribute funds, time, and resources to this effort.  

  

The Corridor Identification Program is a substantial opportunity to identify and plan for infrastructure 

needs along the S-Line corridor between Hamlet and Raleigh. Apex is pleased to support NCDOT’s 

efforts to secure funding for this corridor through the FRA program and looks forward to continuing to 

work with NCDOT on the transformative S-Line project.  

 

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. Should you have any questions, please do not 

hesitate to contact me at 919-249-3302 or shawn.purvis@apexnc.org.  

 

         Sincerely, 

 

 

 

D. Shawn Purvis 

Deputy Town Manager 

mailto:shawn.purvis@apexnc.org
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March 10, 2023 
 
 
Jason Orthner, PE, Director 
NC Department of Transportation Rail Division 
1 S Wilmington St 
Raleigh, NC 27601 
 
Re: NCDOT Corridor ID Program application 
 
Dear Mr Orthner: 
 
As the Town of Carrboro’s representative to the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro MPO (DCHC MPO) Board, 
I am writing in support of the NC Department of Transportation’s applications for the Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA) Corridor Identification and Development program. Many of the 12 corridors 
NCDOT will submit for designation would provide enhanced intercity rail connections for the Triangle 
region. I support NCDOT’s vision for a safe, efficient passenger rail program connecting urban and rural 
communities across North Carolina. 
 
The North Carolina Railroad (NCRR) corridor has tremendous potential for increased intercity passenger 
rail service between North Carolina’s rapidly growing Piedmont Crescent cities and beyond. A top 
priority for the Corridor ID program is the Charlotte to Washington, DC, corridor using the NCRR corridor 
through Durham and Orange counties. The Piedmont and Carolinian Amtrak routes already use the 
NCRR corridor. More frequent, safer, more reliable service would be a great benefit for residents of the 
western Triangle. This corridor is ready to move into design, construction, and service implementation. 
 
I also support the new service proposed from Winston-Salem to Raleigh that would use the NCRR 
corridor through Durham. NCDOT proposes additional new corridors connecting Raleigh to Wilmington, 
Greenville, Hamlet, Morehead City, Fayetteville, and Weldon. All of these corridors should extend 
through the DCHC MPO study area, including service to Durham’s existing station and other future 
stations. 
 
I am excited about the opportunity that enhanced service in these corridors will provide to the people of 
our region and our state, and I strongly encourage the selection of these corridors for further study. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Damon Seils 
Mayor 
 
C: Richard White, Town Manager 
 Mary Bryant, Deputy Town Clerk 

http://www.carrboronc.gov/






                        NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION 
1 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC  20001 
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March 20, 2023 
 
Amit Bose 
Administrator 
Federal Railroad Administration  
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Application for Corridor Identification and Development Program Funding 
 
Dear Administrator Bose: 
 
On behalf of the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak), I am writing to express our support 
for the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) applications submitted under the Federal 
Railroad Administration’s (FRA) Corridor Identification and Development Program (Corridor ID 
Program) for the Charlotte, NC to Washington, DC; Charlotte, NC to Atlanta, GA; Charlotte, NC to Kings 
Mountain, NC; Charlotte, NC to Winston-Salem, NC; Winston-Salem, NC to Raleigh, NC; Asheville, NC 
to Salisbury, NC; Wilmington, NC to Raleigh, NC; Fayetteville, NC to Raleigh, NC; Greenville, NC to 
Raleigh, NC; Weldon, NC to Raleigh, NC; Hamlet, NC to Raleigh, NC; and Morehead City, NC to 
Raleigh, NC Corridors. 
 
NCDOT has identified twelve corridors within our state to be supportive of current and future intercity 
passenger rail service.  Each of the corridors that are being submitted are either a part of the current 
federally designated Southeast Corridor (SEC) or viable to supporting the nationwide network as they 
provide a connection from each region of the state to the SEC. 
 
These corridors will help strengthen economic growth and mobility throughout the region and the 
country. Additionally, they will provide public benefits, will make regional travel more available, 
accessible, and sustainable, will reduce congestion, and will boost the local economy of the cities and 
towns along the route. 
 
We are excited to potentially work with all of the projects selected through the Corridor ID Program, to 
help those sponsors move their projects forward towards future implementation. Thank you for your time 
and consideration of this application.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Dennis Newman 
Executive Vice President, Strategy, Planning & Accessibility 
 



















 

 

 

March 1, 2023 
 
Jason Orthner 
NCDOT Rail Division Director 
1 S. Wilmington Street 
Raleigh, NC 27601 
  
RE: Letter of Support-Charlotte Area Corridor Identification and Development Program  
 
Dear Mr. Orthner:  
 
I would like to express my strong support for the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation’s (NCDOT’s) Corridor Identification and Development Program grant 
application.  Passenger rail improvements in the Charlotte region provide the mobility that 
powers the largest metro region in the state of North Carolina and one of the fastest 
growing economies in the nation.  
 
Specifically, Centralina Regional Council supports improvements to the passenger rail fleet, 
stations, accessibility and sustainability measures and the increased and new service 
opportunities made possible through investments in the following corridors: 
 

• Charlotte, NC to Raleigh, NC 
• Charlotte, NC to Washington, DC 
• Winston-Salem, NC to Charlotte, NC 
• Salisbury, NC to Asheville, NC  

 
Centralina Regional Council, which serves the nine-county Greater Charlotte region, led the 
CONNECT Beyond Regional Mobility Plan, which will be implemented through this grant 
proposal.  CONNECT Beyond’s bold transit vision recommends high-capacity transit, 
strategic investments in mobility corridors, a robust bus network and local first and last 
mile investments to support seamless travel throughout the region.  The inter-city and 
commuter rail corridors outlined in this grant provide the backbone of the region’s transit 
network.  Strategic investments in these corridors are critical to increasing economic 
competitiveness, improving transportation choices and advancing social equity in our 
region.   
 
Furthermore, the Greater Charlotte Region Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategy 2023-2028 has a key goal of “Building Community Supportive Infrastructure” 
which includes recommendations for investment in innovative, resilient infrastructure 
supporting employment and investments in regional mobility initiatives that support 
movement of the labor force.   
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We strongly support the NCDOT’s Corridor Identification and Development Program grant 
application to strengthen investments in new and expanded passenger rail service in the 
Charlotte region and ensure that our residents have maximum access to opportunity and 
our that economy remains competitive.  
 
Respectfully,  
 

 
 
Geraldine I. Gardner  
Executive Director 





   

City of Hickory 
PO Box 398 

Hickory, NC 28603 
Phone: (828) 323-7412 

Fax: (828) 323-7550 
Email: hguess@hickorync.gov 

 
Office of the Mayor 
 
Mr. Jason Orthner  
NCDOT Rail Division  
1 S. Wilmington St.  
Raleigh, NC 27601  
 
Re: Corridor Identification Program: Asheville, NC to Salisbury, NC  
 
Dear Mr. Orthner: 
 
As Mayor of the City of Hickory, I am pleased to express the City of Hickory’s support for 
the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s application for the Corridor 
Identification and Development Program.  
 
We believe that the Asheville, NC to Salisbury, NC corridor could potentially provide 
tremendous economic impact to our city and region, as well as improve the quality of life 
for our residents by providing additional transportation options and offering connectivity 
to our neighboring regions.  
 
As the midpoint of the Asheville, NC to Salisbury, NC corridor, Hickory is in an opportune 
location to significantly benefit from passenger rail.  While this corridor is Hickory’s 
priority, we are also supportive of the program for North Carolina as a whole and believe 
that this will help build an even stronger transportation system for our great state.  
 
Thank you for your favorable consideration of NCDOT’s Corridor Identification and 
Development Program application. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Hank Guess 
City of Hickory 
Mayor 
 
 
 











 

February 28, 2023 
 
Jason Orthner 
NCDOT Rail Division Director 
1 S Wilmington Street 
Raleigh, NC 27601 
 
 
Dear Mr, Ortner,  
 
Please accept this letter in support of the expansion of the Piedmont Train Service in the 
Kings Mountain Corridor. The Catawba Nation values that this expansion could 
ultimately increase tourism to the Kings Mountain area that will benefit the Catawba 
Nation’s Two Kings Casino.  The Catawba Nation also values the environmental benefits 
associated with this project by reducing the impact of traffic congestion along North 
Carolina’s highways.  
 
In conclusion, the Catawba Nation is in full support of the creation of an attractive, 
marketable and cost-effective passenger rail service between Kings Mountain and 
Charlotte.  
 
Best regards,  
 
 
 
 
Jason Harris 
Assistant Chief 
Catawba Nation 

DocuSign Envelope ID: F6F87B5C-56FD-4725-8F1F-C4E5F780767E



 

101 E. Orange St., Hillsborough, NC 27278 
919-732-1270 | www.hillsboroughnc.gov | @HillsboroughGov 

March 10, 2023 
 
Jason Orthner, P.E., Director 
NC Department of Transportation Rail Division  
1 S. Wilmington St 
Raleigh, NC 27601 
 
 
Dear Mr. Orthner, 
 
As mayor of Hillsborough and member of the Durham CHapel Hill Carrboro MPO (DCHCMPO), I am 
writing to support the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) applications for the 
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Corridor Identification and Development (Corridor ID) program. 
NCDOT will submit twelve (12) corridors for designation, many of which travel through and would 
provide enhanced intercity rail connections for Durham, Hillsborough, and our MPO’s broader three (3)-
county study area. I support NCDOT’s vision for a safe and efficient passenger rail program connecting 
urban and rural communities across North Carolina. 
 
The North Carolina Railroad (NCRR) corridor provides intercity passenger rail, to Durham now and 
Hillsborough in the future, and freight service. NCRR has tremendous potential for increased intercity 
passenger rail service between NC's rapidly growing Piedmont Crescent cities and beyond. 
 
The DCHCMPO’s top priority for the Corridor ID program is the Charlotte to Washington, DC corridor 
using the NCRR corridor through Durham and Orange counties. The Piedmont and Carolinian Amtrak 
routes use the NCRR corridor and frequent, safer, and more reliable service is a great benefit for our 
residents. We have participated in and supported several studies and engineering analyses of 
infrastructure and new services on this corridor, and it can quickly move into design, construction, and 
enhanced intercity rail service implementation. 
 
I also support the new service proposed from Winston-Salem to Raleigh that would use the NCRR 
corridor through Durham. NCDOT proposes additional new corridors connecting Raleigh to Wilmington, 
Greenville, Hamlet, Morehead City, Fayetteville, and Weldon. All these corridors should extend through 
the DCHCMPO study area including service to Durham’s existing station and other future stations. 
 
I support Corridor ID program’s long-term vision for passenger rail service, and I am excited about the 
opportunity that this will provide Hillsborough and other members of the DCHCMPO. I strongly 
encourage the selection of these corridors for further study.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jennifer (Jenn) Weaver 
Hillsborough, NC  



From: Joseph Chesler
To: Collins, Cheryl J
Cc: freddiek@marionbiz.org
Subject: [External] Support for Re-establishment of Western NC Passenger Rail Service
Date: Monday, February 27, 2023 10:06:20 AM

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an
attachment to Report Spam.

Dear Cheryl Collins:

As a member of the City of Asheville Multi-modal Transportation Commission, I firmly
believe that passenger rail service is an integral part of a comprehensive transportation system
for the State of North Carolina.  The re-establishment of a passenger rail system that serves the
citizens of Western North Carolina will benefit economic development, tourism and job
creation throughout our state.

While I recognize that Asheville and Western North Carolina have been without a passenger
rail connection since 1975, there is a clear and vital need to provide a strong and balanced
transportation system that promotes freight and passenger service in our area.  An increase in
funding for passenger service in North Carolina is necessary to connect our small urban and
rural areas of the state with the urbanized centers of our state.

I join with many of my local and state elected officials in support of future alternative
transportation measures in North Carolina, such as the successful Amtrak rail service between
Salisbury and Asheville.  Thank you for your consideration of over twenty years of unified
support by communities and chambers of commerce throughout Western North Carolina. 
Please vote in favor of increased funding for passenger rail service in our area.

-=JOE=-

Joseph Chesler, Commissioner
Multi-modal Transportation Commission
c/o 55 Longview Rd
Asheville, NC 28806
m: 828-808-0513
e: jjchesler@gmail.com

mailto:jjchesler@gmail.com
mailto:cjcollins@ncdot.gov
mailto:freddiek@marionbiz.org
mailto:report.spam@nc.gov
mailto:jjchesler@gmail.com




 

 

March 10, 2023 

 
 
 
Jason Orthner, P.E., Director 

NC Department of Transportation Rail Division 

1 South Wilmington Street 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27601 

 

 
RE: NCDOT CORRIDOR ID PROGRAM APPLICATION 
 
Dear Mr. Orthner: 
 
The Durham Chapel Hill Carrboro Metropolitan Planning Organization (DCHCMPO) supports the North Carolina 

Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) applications for the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Corridor 

Identification and Development (Corridor ID) program. NCDOT will submit twelve (12) corridors for designation, many 

of which travel through and would provide enhanced intercity rai l connections for Durham, Hillsborough, and our 

broader three (3)-county study area.  DCHCMPO supports NCDOT’s vision for a safe and efficient passenger rail 

program connecting urban and rural communities across North Carolina. 

The North Carolina Railroad (NCRR) corridor provides intercity passenger rail, to Durham now and Orange County in 

the future, and freight service. NCRR has tremendous potential for increased intercity passenger rail service between 

NC's rapidly growing Piedmont Crescent cities and beyond. 

Our top priority for the Corridor ID program is the Charlotte to Washington, DC corridor using the NCRR corridor 

through Durham and Orange counties. The Piedmont and Carolinian Amtrak routes use the NCRR corridor and 

frequent, safer, and more reliable service is a great benefit for our residents. We have participated in and supported 

several studies and engineering analyses of infrastructure and new services on this corridor, and it can quickly move 

into design, construction, and enhanced intercity rail service implementation. 

We also support the new service proposed from Winston-Salem to Raleigh that would use the NCRR corridor through 

Durham. The following proposed corridors should extend through the DCHCMPO study area including service to 

Durham’s existing station and other future stations.  

• Charlotte to Washington, DC 

• Wilmington, NC to Raleigh, NC 

• Greenville, NC to Raleigh, NC 

• Winston-Salem, NC to Raleigh, NC 

• Hamlet, NC to Raleigh, NC 

• Morehead City, NC to Raleigh, NC 

• Fayetteville, NC to Raleigh, NC 

• Weldon, NC to Raleigh, NC 

We support Corridor ID program’s long-term vision for passenger rail service, and we are excited about the opportunity 

that this will provide our member’s constituents. We strongly encourage selecting these corridors for further study.  

Sincerely, 
 
 

Karen A. Howard 

 
Karen Howard  
Vice Chair, DCHC MPO Policy Board 





From: Katie Kasben
To: Collins, Cheryl J
Subject: [External] Support for Passenger Rail from Salisbury to Asheville
Date: Wednesday, March 1, 2023 12:57:21 PM

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an
attachment to Report Spam.

Dear Ms. Collins,

Asheville and Western North Carolina have been without direct passenger rail service since
1975.  The opportunity to strengthen local economies through  station revitalization (which
has been demonstrated as successful in Salisbury, Morganton, Marion, Old Fort and
Asheville), as well as connection for our rural neighbors to more urban experiences is only
possible through the re-establishment of the Salisbury-Asheville rail connection.

The benefits are enormous and the dedicated support of the Western North Carolina Rail
Committee would  ensure effective marketing to the WNC communities.  Opportunities for
more tourist and destination travel, as well as accessibility for locals and state representatives
to travel more easily to connect  with family and places of business.

Finally, the increased efficiency  and  improvements  of  rail facilities will attract  new freight
traffic, but the possibility of alternative transportation (Amtrak passenger rail) will help
alleviate congestion on highway 40, thus  providing a way to lessen negative environmental
impact.

Thank you for this consideration to re-establish passenger rail service from  Salisbuy to
Asheville; the economic benefit, job creation, tourist draw, and incredible opportunity for
local travel would be a dream come true.

With sincerest gratitude,

Katie Kasben
Asheville Resident
and Travel Agent

mailto:katiekasben@gmail.com
mailto:cjcollins@ncdot.gov
mailto:report.spam@nc.gov
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March 10, 2023 
 
Mr. Jason Orthner 
NCDOT Rail Division 
1 S. Wilmington Street 
Raleigh, NC 27601 
 
RE: Corridor Identification Program: Fayetteville to Raleigh 
 
Dear Mr. Orthner,  
 
I am writing to express the City of Fayetteville’s full support of the North Carolina Department 
of Transportation in their application for the Corridor Identification and Development Program, 
specifically supporting the proposed route extension from Fayetteville to Raleigh. 
 
We firmly believe that the intercity passenger rail is a valuable and critical pipeline for the 
residents of our region connecting individuals and families who want to live, work and play in 
communities throughout North Carolina. In addition, the expansion of our regional intercity rail 
corridors is an economic driver improving access and opportunities for North Carolinians to jobs 
and homes. The City of Fayetteville, as the home to Fort Bragg, has a large military affiliated 
population and defense industry that would be well-served by a direct connection to Raleigh. 
 
The additional service and future implementation of the Fayetteville to Raleigh route has long 
been supported by City staff and leaders with extensive studies being conducted to examine 
the feasibility of potential routes by the Fayetteville Area Metropolitan Planning Organization in 
August 2020.    
 
The City of Fayetteville and I believe in the opportunity these rail corridors would provide 
residents of our state. The rail corridor will only positively impact the safety, connectivity, 
economic and social advancement and growth of our region and we wholeheartedly endorse 
your application.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
 
 
Mayor Mitch Colvin 
City of Fayetteville 

 



 
March 10th, 2022 

 
Jason Orthner, P.E., Director 
NC Department of Transportation Rail Division 
1 S. Wilmington St. 
Raleigh, NC 27601 
 
Dear Mr Orthner, 
 
As a senator for Chatham and Durham Counties, I support the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation’s (NCDOT) applications for the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Corridor 
Identification and Development (Corridor ID) program. NCDOT will submit twelve (12) 
corridors for designation, many of which travel through and would provide enhanced intercity 
rail connections for Durham, Hillsborough, and our broader three (3)-county study area. As a 
member of the Senate Transportation Committee, I applaud NCDOT’s vision for a safe and 
efficient passenger rail program connecting urban and rural communities across North Carolina.  
 
The North Carolina Railroad (NCRR) corridor provides intercity passenger rail, to Durham now 
and Orange County in the future, and freight service. NCRR has tremendous potential for 
increased intercity passenger rail service between NC’s rapidly growing Piedmont Crescent 
cities and beyond.  
 
I support NCDOT’s transportation plan for the Corridor ID program to have the Charlotte to 
Washington, DC corridor use the NCRR corridor through Durham and Orange counties. The 
Piedmont and Carolinian Amtrak routes use the NCRR corridor and frequent, safer, and more 
reliable service is a great benefit to residents. I also support the new service proposed from 
Winston-Salem to Raleigh that would use the NCRR corridor through Durham. NCDOT 
proposes additional new corridors connecting Raleigh to Wilmington, Greenville, Hamlet, 
Morehead City, Fayetteville, and Weldon. All these corridors should extend through the 
DCHCMPO study area including service to Durham’s existing station and other future stations.  
 
I support Corridor ID program’s long-term vision for passenger rail service, and I am excited 
about the opportunity that this will provide for my constituents. I strongly encourage the 
selection of these corridors for further study.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Senator Natalie Murdock 
NC Senate District 20 











 

 

 

 
Mr. Jason T. Orthner, P.E., CPM      March 10, 2023 
Rail Division Director 
North Carolina Department of Transportation 
1 South Wilmington Street 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1553 
 
Dear Mr. Orthner: 
We write on behalf of the members of the NC Metropolitan Mayors Coalition (NC Metro Mayors).   
As leaders of the NC Metro Mayors, we want to share with you, that our group representing 
mayors of our state’s 32 larger cities have voted unanimously to support expansion of passenger 
rail service; and, therefore wholeheartedly support North Carolina Department of Transportation’s 
(NCDOT) application for ALL twelve corridors being submitted for the Federal Railroad 
Administration’s Corridor Identification and Development (Corridor ID) program. 
 
We believe that NCDOT’s vision for a state-wide passenger rail system that connects our cities and 
rural communities across the state will provide incredible opportunities for our citizens. Adding to 
a robust and growing effort to improve regional corridors with connections to Washington, DC and 
Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor, as well as planned southern connections to urban centers such as 
Atlanta and Florida, we will grow a passenger rail system to serve generations to come.     
 
The excitement for passenger rail amongst our mayors is palpable, and successful applications for 
the Corridor ID program will be a huge help in continuing to build on that excitement.  As leaders 
of our state’s urban centers, I cannot emphasize enough just how we strongly believe in the 
opportunity that passenger rail offers as we work hard to connect our citizens, both urban and 
rural, to tools for a better quality of life and opportunities.  Passenger rail is a badly needed 
complement to our overburdened highway and air travel, one that can also help us combat climate 
change, connect to urban, suburban and rural residents to jobs as well as open up areas of the 
state that may not have benefitted from our state’s economic and population growth.  
 
As a group, we are already looking for ways that we can aid the growth of passenger rail.  Over the 
coming months we will reach out to you to grow our efforts.  We look forward to working with you, 
Deputy Secretary White, Secretary Boyette, Governor Cooper – and other critical partners, such as 
our elected representatives in the NC General Assembly and the US Congress, and other partners 
such, Amtrak, USDOT and our local and state business leaders across our state as we continue to 
build support for passenger rail. 
 
We strongly support the important step of securing Corridor ID grants in all our corridors.  As you 
know, we stand ready and will work hard - bold action now will bear fruit for many years to come.  
Sincerely, 

  
   
Mayor Pam Hemminger, Chapel Hill    Mayor Bill Saffo, Wilmington 
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March 10, 2023 

 

Jason Orthner, P.E.,  

Director NC Department of Transportation Rail Division  

1 S. Wilmington St.  

Raleigh, NC 27601  

 

RE: NCDOT CORRIDOR ID PROGRAM APPLICATION  

 

Dear Mr. Orthner,  

 

The Town of Chapel Hill supports the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) applications for the 

Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Corridor Identification and Development (Corridor ID) program. NCDOT will 

submit twelve (12) corridors for designation, many of which travel through and would provide enhanced intercity rail 

connections for Durham, Hillsborough, and our broader three (3)-county study area. Chapel Hill supports NCDOT’s vision 

for a safe and efficient passenger rail program connecting urban and rural communities across North Carolina.  

 

The North Carolina Railroad (NCRR) corridor provides intercity passenger rail, to Durham now and Orange County in the 

future, and freight service. NCRR has tremendous potential for increased intercity passenger rail service between North 

Carolina’s rapidly growing Piedmont Crescent cities and beyond.  

 

Our top priority for the Corridor ID program is the Charlotte to Washington, DC corridor using the NCRR corridor through 

Durham and Orange counties. The Piedmont and Carolinian Amtrak routes use the NCRR corridor and frequent, safer, 

and more reliable service is a great benefit for our residents. We have participated in and supported several studies and 

engineering analyses of infrastructure and new services on this corridor, and it can quickly move into design, 

construction, and enhanced intercity rail service implementation.  

 

We also support the new service proposed from Winston-Salem to Raleigh that would use the NCRR corridor through 

Durham. NCDOT proposes additional new corridors connecting Raleigh to Wilmington, Greenville, Hamlet, Morehead 

City, Fayetteville, and Weldon. All these corridors should extend through the Durham Chapel Hill Carrboro Metropolitan 

Organization (DCHCMPO) study area including service to Durham’s existing station and other future stations. We 

support Corridor ID program’s long-term vision for passenger rail service, and we are excited about the opportunity that 

this will provide our member’s constituents. We strongly encourage the selection of these corridors for further study.  

 

Sincerely 

 

Pam Hemminger 

Chapel Hill Mayor 

 

Office of Mayor Pam Hemminger 
Town of Chapel HIll 
415 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd 
Chapel Hill, NC  27514 
919-968-2714 





From: Paul Ballard
To: Collins, Cheryl J
Subject: [External] Support for the Salisbury to Asheville Passenger Rail Corridor
Date: Sunday, February 26, 2023 8:42:01 PM

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an
attachment to Report Spam.

Hi Cheryl - Thanks for taking on this role of collecting the support letters and
documents for the passenger train corridor and service between Asheville and
Salisbury.  We will, after a long absence of service, be able to connect once again
with the rest of the North American passenger rail network when this effort is
successful.

I bought my home in Weaverville, NC (eight miles from downtown Asheville) in 1996,
and this has been my base of operations ever since. My children grew up here and
have remained in Weaverville and Black Mountain, NC.

I have supported bringing back this service, first as a member of the Asheville
Chamber of Commerce passenger rail restoration committee in the late nineties and
for the last few years as a member of the Western North Carolina Rail Committee.

I believe in this project and commit to using the train service when it begins.

As you may know, I have started three regional rail lines as CEO of Public Transit and
Rail operating entities over the last several years. I have seen first-hand how the
communities respond when new passenger rail services are introduced. New
customers are created. Seniors and youth in particular embrace the service as an
alternative to driving, and progress is made on supporting the environment.

Economic Development also follows new train services. Grapevine, TX is an example
of how one of my startups changed travel patterns for the better and continues to
generate additional revenues and growth for the community. Retail jobs were created,
and new residential development generated. The TEXRail line that serves Grapevine
operates around the clock every day of the year. Beautiful new trains were purchased
and placed into service on this heavy rail line regulated by the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA). TEXRail operates between Downtown Fort Worth and DFW
Airport.

This train service to Asheville is critically needed for Western North Carolina. Air
service in Western NC is limited, congested, frequently delayed and very expensive.
Intercity bus service has been reduced to near elimination with one or two buses
operating at infrequent times. 

The automobile, with all of its financial, safety and environmental drawbacks has
been the only option for Western North Carolina residents for too many years. It's
time for reestablishment of this viable and desirable alternative.

mailto:ballardmg@aol.com
mailto:cjcollins@ncdot.gov
mailto:report.spam@nc.gov


Thank you for considering my thoughts on this critically important issue.

Best regards,

Paul J Ballard
24 Oakland Street
Weaverville, NC 28787
828-989-8143 (C)



GASTON-CLEVELAND-LINCOLN
Metropolitan Planning Organization

, March 1, 2023

: Mr. Jason T. Orthner, Director

Mailing Address:
PO Box 1748

Gastonia, North Carolina 28053

Physical Address:
150 South York Street

Gastonia, North Carolina 28052

Tel: (704) 866.6837
Fax: (704) 869.1960

- 1S Wilmington Street
Raleigh, NC 27601

- Subject: Letter of Support � Charlotte, NC to Kings Mountain, NC Intercity Passenger Rail
FRA Corridor ID Program

Mr. Orthner,

The Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization (GCLMPO) recognizes that rail service
is an integral part of a comprehensive transportation system for the State of North Carolina, and that
there is a vital need to provide a strong and balanced transportation system that promotes both freight
and passenger service.

fami In December 2018, a study was completed to determine the feasibility of implementing a new rail service
to connect Kings Mountain, Gastonia, and Belmont with the Charlotte-Douglas International Airport and
continue to the new Charlotte Gateway Station. As an extension of Amtrak's Piedmont and Carolinian
routes, the new service would provide an additional transportation connection between the rural
communities west of Charlotte to job centers in center city and beyond, benefiting economic
development, tourism, and access to jobs, housing, medical services, education and other key
destinations.

In October 2021, CONNECT Beyond was completed as a bold, regional mobility plan that sets the vision
for how to better connect the rural, suburban, and urban communities in 12 counties across North
Carolina and South Carolina. The CONNECT Beyond plan will guide and coordinate future mobility

4

investments for the next two decades and serve as a blueprint for implementing a robust, integrated
public transit network that will combine High Capacity Transit (HCT) lines, enhanced bus services, local
mobility options, and innovative transportation technologies to create a total mobility network for the
region. A passenger rail corridor from Charlotte to Kings Mountain is included in this plan as a Strategic

@ Mobility Corridor.

The GCLMPO supports NCDOT's application to the Federal Railroad Administration for the Corridor
Identification and Development Program for the Charlotte, NC to Kings Mountain, NC Intercity Passenger
Rail Corridor.

yily Submitted,

andbP. Gates, AICP
GCLMPO Administrator

Serving: Belmont . Bessemer City . Boiling Springs . Cherryville . Cramerton . Dallas . Gastonia
Kings Mountain . Lincolfton . Lowell . Mount Holly . Ranlo . Shelby . Stanley . Cleveland County . Gaston County . Lincoln County

NCDOT Rail Division www.gclmpo.org

éctR



GASTON-CLEVELAND-LINCOLN

MPS
Metropolitan Planning Organization

RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT THE PASSENGER RAIL PROJECT:
KINGS MOUNTAIN � GASTONIA � BELMONT - CHARLOTTE

WHEREAS, rail service is an integral part of a comprehensive transportation system for the
State of North Carolina; and,

a

WHEREAS, there is a vital need to provide a strong and balanced transportation system that
promotes freight and passenger service; and,

WHEREAS, economic development, tourism and job creation will benefit through the
enhancement of a passenger rail system that serves the citizens of North Carolina and visitors to
our state; and,

WHEREAS, in 2018, Kings Mountain and Gastonia requested a study to determine the
feasibility of implementing a new passenger rail service to connect Kings Mountain, Gastonia,
and Belmont with the Charlotte-Douglas International Airport and Uptown Charlotte; and,

WHEREAS, in concept, the passenger rail service would begin in Kings Mountain, passing
through Bessemer City, providing a station stop in Gastonia, passing through Lowell, providing a
Station stop in Belmont, providing a station stop at the Airport, and terminating at the new
Charlotte Gateway Station; and,

WHEREAS, the new service would provide an additional transportation connection
between the rural communities west of Charlotte to job centers; and,

WHEREAS, while I-85 provides a direct connection from Kings Mountain to Charlotte, it is
one of the most congested transportation corridors in the Charlotte Metrolina Region; and,

WHEREAS, in 2015, the portion of I-85 from Kings Mountain to Gastonia saw an Average
Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) of 106,393 and the portion running from Gastonia to !-77 in Charlotte
had an AADT of 119,756; and,

WHEREAS, in 2040, the portion of I-85 from Kings Mountain to Gastonia is projected to
carry 143,129 vehicles per day (vpd) and 160,156 vpd from Gastonia to I-77 in Charlotte; and,

WHEREAS, the segment of I-85 between the Catawba River and I-485 in Charlotte has the
highest traffic volumes, with a 2015 AADT of 146,181 vpd, projected to increase to 182,054 vpd
by 2040; and,



WHEREAS, improvements to rail facilities will increase the efficiency and safety of rail

service, help attract new freight traffic and provide environmental benefits by reducing the

impact of traffic congestion on North Carolina's highways; and,

WHEREAS, the future passenger rail track would need to be threaded into the Charlotte

Gateway Station track configuration, where space has been reserved at the new station for future

passenger rail services; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO Board, through the

adoption of this resolution, fully supports the creation of an attractive, marketable and cost

atween Kings Mountain and Charlotte.effective passengerrat A

Richard Tyfner, GCLD#FO

Board Chairman

Gaston-C FLincoln MPO

ATTESTED:

wf
G

Randi P. Gates, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner

Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO Administrator

Resolution adopted upon a motion of Mr Beam , seconded

by Wr ervin , by a vote of the majority of the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO

Board.

North Carolina
Gaston County

|, Kristen N. Wheeler, a Notary Public for said County and State, do hereby certify that Richard

Turner personally appeared before me on this the 24 day of January, 2020, and acknowledge

the due execution of the foregoing instrument.

Witness my hand and official seal, this the 14 day of January, 2020.

Pwatint, Wheater
'Kristen N. Wheeler
Notary Public

My Commission expires May 10, 2023.

ites, KRISTEN N WHEELER
Notary Public, North Carolina

Wowiefs Gaston County
ale BE My Com issi
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Western North Carolina Rail Committee, Inc. 
PO Drawer 700 

Marion, NC 28752 
 
 

February 24, 2023 
 

As Co‐Chair of the Western North Carolina Rail Committee, Inc. made up of local governments, 
economic developers and passenger and freight rail advocates from Salisbury to Murphy, let me express 
our organization's strong endorsement of the proposed passenger rail corridor from Salisbury to 
Asheville.   
 
By way of background, you should know that the first passenger train to Asheville from Salisbury arrived 
in 1880 and service continued until Southern terminated it in 1975.  In 1989, a Western North Carolina 
Rail Committee was organized to restore passenger service to Asheville.   In 1993‐4, a study was 
commissioned by the North Carolina General Assembly to determine the best route and infrastructure 
improvements needed to re‐establish passenger rail to Asheville from Salisbury (the "S" line).  As a result 
of this study NCDOT's Rail Division began a study of 35 grade crossings along the "S" line and provided 
funds for upgrading stations along the route for multi‐use purposes in Salisbury, Statesville, Morganton, 
Marion and Old Fort.  Property was purchased in Asheville for a new station site.  At that time a total of 
122 resolutions of support were passed by cities, towns, counties, Transportation Planning 
Organizations, Councils of Government, Chambers of Commerce and other local economic development 
organizations along the "S" Line.  A similar set of resolutions were passed by the same governmental and 
economic entities "In Support of a Statewide Initiative to Re‐Establish a Passenger Rail Connection" in 
2019.  These resolutions came as a result of the WNC Rail Committee's renewed efforts begun in 2016 to 
restore passenger service to Asheville and improve and expand freight and tourist rail opportunities 
throughout the region.   
 
The work of the WNC Rail Committee continues and it is hoped that, after nearly 50 years without a 
passenger train to Asheville, service can be restored to such an important destination location. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Ray Rapp 
 
Ray Rapp, Co‐Chair 
Western North Carolina Rail Committee, Inc. 

 
 

 
Western North Carolina Rail Committee Inc is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation with focus on  

rail freight, rail excursions and passenger rail access in Western North Carolina.  



 

 

June 14, 2023 
 
 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
I write to support North Carolina Department of Transportation’s application to the Federal 
Railroad Administration to expand the state’s rail corridor. This project would benefit the first 
district as Rocky Mount sits on the Raleigh to Weldon portion of the corridor.   
 
Funding for this project will increase the safety and efficiency of rail service in eastern North 
Carolina by the upgrade from single to double track, thus enabling greater freight volume and 
additional commuter service. The area’s economic development depends on the ability to attract 
industry which requires the availability of in-demand workers. Fast and easy access to Raleigh and 
the triangle area is key, which this application would grant.   
 
Thank you for considering this critical infrastructure project which would benefit eastern North 
Carolina.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
 
Don Davis 
Member of Congress 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
February 27, 2023 
 
 
Jason Orthner 
NCDOT Rail Division Director 
1 S. Wilmington Street  
Raleigh, NC 27601 
 
Re: Support for Salisbury to Asheville Passenger Rail Corridor 
 
Dear Mr. Orthner:  
 
The Southwestern Rural Planning Organization provides transportation planning services to the six far 
western counties of North Carolina. Our region extends over two hours’ drive-time west of Asheville and 
over six hours from Raleigh, presenting significant challenges for residents who need to access services in 
our state capital and beyond. 
 
We believe that restoring passenger rail service from Asheville to Salisbury would provide numerous 
benefits and opportunities for the residents of far western NC. Currently, transportation options from rural 
western North Carolina to other cities are both costly and time-consuming. A round-trip from Murphy to 
Raleigh takes 12 hours and costs $460 at the current IRS mileage rate. This cost limits our ability to actively 
participate in our state government, restricts opportunities to attend professional development events, 
access museums and universities, and advocate for our communities in the legislature. The ability to travel 
by train would be much more cost-effective and enable us to work, study, or rest while traveling, providing 
greater equity for the residents of western North Carolina.  
 
Additionally, the high crash rate on Interstate 40 between Asheville and Raleigh poses safety concerns for 
our residents. The implementation of a passenger rail system would offer a much safer transportation 
option with substantially lower risk of being involved in a catastrophic automobile crash. A passenger rail 
service from Asheville would decrease the number of passenger vehicles on the road, resulting in a 
significant reduction in carbon emissions and improvement of air quality and human health.  
 
We are enthusiastic about the possibility of restoring passenger rail service from Salisbury to Asheville, and 
we strongly support NCDOT’s application to FRA’s Corridor ID program. Thank you for your attention and 
consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Rose Bauguess, 
Transportation Planner 



 
 

 

 
March 9, 2023  

 

Jason Orthner, P.E., Director  

NC Department of Transportation Rail Division  

1 S. Wilmington St.  

Raleigh, NC 27601  

 

RE: NCDOT CORRIDOR ID PROGRAM APPLICATION 

 

Dear Mr. Orthner:  

 

As the North Carolina state senator representing Orange County, I am pleased to provide this letter echoing the support that 

the Durham Chapel Hill Carrboro Metropolitan Planning Organization (DCHCMPO) has indicated for the North Carolina 

Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) applications for the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Corridor 

Identification and Development (Corridor ID) program. NCDOT will submit twelve (12) corridors for designation, many of 

which travel through and would provide enhanced intercity rail connections for Durham, Hillsborough, and our broader three 

(3)-county study area. I agree with DCHCMPO’s support of and also endorse NCDOT’s vision for a safe and efficient 

passenger rail program connecting urban and rural communities across North Carolina.  

 

The North Carolina Railroad (NCRR) corridor provides intercity passenger rail, to Durham now and Orange County in the 

future, and freight service. NCRR has tremendous potential for increased intercity passenger rail service between NC's 

rapidly growing Piedmont Crescent cities and beyond. I believe this will be a vital link for all our communities in the future. 

  

DCHCMPO’s top priority for the Corridor ID program is the Charlotte to Washington, DC corridor using the NCRR corridor 

through Durham and Orange counties. The Piedmont and Carolinian Amtrak routes use the NCRR corridor and frequent, 

safer, and more reliable service is a great benefit for our residents. The DCHCMPO has participated in and supported several 

studies and engineering analyses of infrastructure and new services on this corridor, and it can quickly move into design, 

construction, and enhanced intercity rail service implementation.  

 

I would also be in favor of the new service proposed from Winston-Salem to Raleigh that would use the NCRR corridor 

through Durham. NCDOT proposes additional new corridors connecting Raleigh to Wilmington, Greenville, Hamlet, 

Morehead City, Fayetteville, and Weldon. All these corridors should extend through the DCHCMPO study area including 

service to Durham’s existing station and other future stations.  

 

In addition, I also offer my support of Corridor ID program’s long-term vision for passenger rail service, and I am excited 

about the opportunity that this will provide to constituents. I strongly encourage the selection of these corridors for further 

study.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Graig Meyer 

 

GM/dbq 

mailto:Graig.Meyer@ncleg.gov




TIM RADFORD 
	 	 	 	 MAYOR, TOWN OF MURPHY

	 	 	 	 PO Box 130, Murphy, North Carolina 28906

	 	 	 	 (828) 837-2510 - MayorTimRadford@gmail.com


Monday, February 27, 2023


SUPPORT OF CORRIDOR IDENTIFICATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM TO RE-
ESTABLISH A PASSENGER RAIL CONNECTION FOR SALISBURY TO ASHEVILLE


To whom it may concern,


As Mayor of Murphy, NC and a member of the WNC Rail Committee, I see tremendous value in 
providing passenger service between Asheville and Salisbury. 


Western North Carolina has been without a passenger rail connection since 1975 and there is a 
vital need to provide a strong and balanced transportation system that promotes both freight 
and passenger service.  A passenger rail system will greatly enhance accessibility and reliability 
for citizens, tourists and businesses in western North Carolina, and by extension to the entire 
state of North Carolina.


I’m the Mayor of the Town of Murphy which is 2 hours west of Asheville. We are closer to 5 
state capitals than we are to Raleigh. There is currently not a great option for the residents in 
my community to enjoy transportation by rail, but with an expansion to Asheville, that could 
change how we travel long distances. It would be of even greater value to those citizens who 
live in and around Asheville.


Rail service is an integral part of a comprehensive transportation system for the State of North 
Carolina and I offer my full support for the Salisbury to Asheville connection.

 
Sincerely, 


Tim Radford





 

 







 

P.O. Box 1748 •  Gastonia, NC  28053-1748  •  Phone: 704.866.6761  •  Fax: 704.864.9732 
www.cityofgastonia.com 

 

Office of the Mayor 
 

 
March 2, 2023 

 
 

 
Mr. Jason T. Orthner, Director 
NCDOT Rail Division 
1553 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1553 
 
Subject:  Letter of Support – Charlotte to Kings Mountain Passenger Rail 

FRA Corridor ID Program 
 
Mr. Orthner, 
 
The City of Gastonia recognizes that rail service is an integral part of a comprehensive 
transportation system for the State of North Carolina, and that there is a vital need to 
provide a strong and balanced transportation system that promotes both freight and 
passenger service. 
 
In December 2018, a study was completed to determine the feasibility of implementing a 
new rail service to connect Kings Mountain, Gastonia, and Belmont with the Charlotte-
Douglas International Airport and continue to the new Charlotte Gateway Station. As an 
extension of Amtrak’s Piedmont and Carolinian routes, the new service would provide an 
additional transportation connection between the rural communities west of Charlotte to 
job centers in center city and beyond, benefiting economic development, tourism, and 
access to jobs. 
 
The City of Gastonia supports NCDOT’s application to the Federal Railroad 
Administration for the Corridor Identification and Development Program for the Charlotte 
to Kings Mountain Intercity Passenger Rail Corridor. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Walker E. Reid, III 
Mayor 

http://www.cityofgastonia.com/










Tony G. Brown, Chairman 

David Walker, Vice-Chairman 

Chris Allison, Commissioner 

Patrick Ellis, Commissioner 

Lynn Greene, Commissioner 
 

Ashley Wooten, County Manager 

Victoria Craig, Clerk to the Board 

Donald Fred Coats, County Attorney 

McDowell County 
 

February 28, 2023 
 
NCDOT Rail Division 
Attn:  Jason Orthner, Director 
1 South Wilmington Street 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1553 
 

Re:  Corridor ID Program 

 
Dear Mr. Orthner,  

 
McDowell County was served by passenger rail service for over 100 years with the last 
train passing through Old Fort and Marion in August 1975.  The discontinuance of 
passenger rail service by Southern Railway severed McDowell County’s connection to 
the national passenger rail network and also severed the connectivity to the rest of the 
country for McDowell County’s residents. 

Passenger rail was important for McDowell County residents historically due to limited 
transportation options available for much of the county’s history.  The service provided 
access to opportunity for people of every economic station.  The discontinuance 
disproportionally affected those with lack of access to reliable transportation. 

McDowell County has also been a haven for visitors for much of its history.  Early 
visitors arrived by train in order to enjoy the natural beauty of the foothills and the Blue 
Ridge Mountains.  The lack of passenger rail service has limited visitation to many who 
do not have access to motor vehicles for various reasons, especially due to economics 
and disability. 

It is therefore an exciting prospect for McDowell County that NCDOT is studying 
passenger rail service restoration through the Federal Railroad Administration’s Corridor 
ID Program for the Salisbury to Asheville segment.  It is the hope of the Board of 
Commissioners that the Program will present tangible recommendations that can be 
undertaken to improve the railroad between those two cities.   



 
The restoration of passenger rail service would bring dividends to all, including those 
who currently live in McDowell County and those who wish to visit.  Therefore, the 
McDowell County Board of Commissioners support the restoration of passenger rail 
service and offer their encouragement of the efforts of NCDOT to see this project 
succeed.   
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Ashley R. Wooten 
County Manager 
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