
ONE HUNDRED COUNTIES. 
ONE GREAT TRAILS STATE.

The Great Trails State Plan will connect 
communities to the great outdoors 
while creating opportunities for active 
transportation, conservation, recreation, 
health, tourism and economic prosperity.

Proposed Shared Use Path 
Best route based on existing 
plans and input to-date

Draft Alternate Route 
This or another parallel alternate 
should be selected

Existing Shared Use Path 
Existing SUPs within the 
proposed GTS Network

Potential Spine Network
Routes w/ greatest potential for 
regional connections

Gap
Connection desired, but lacks 
specific route planning

Ferry

•	 Review of Gaps and Alternatives by 
Steering Committee & Stakeholders

•	 Rail Division Meetings
•	 Public Input

Draft Plan
Network

•	 14 Division-Level Stakeholder Meetings
•	 Confirmation of Network 
•	 Identification of Gaps and Alternatives
•	 Connecting Across Divisions

Preliminary 
Network

•	 Existing Trails
•	 Existing Trail Plans
•	 Key Destinations/State Parks
•	 Steering Committee Kick-Off Meeting
•	 Bicycle Level of Service Network
•	 Green Infrastructure Network

KEY INPUTS

THE GREAT TRAILS 
STATE NETWORK 

VISION

The Great Trails State (GTS) is a planned network of shared-use trails
of statewide significance connecting North Carolina’s counties and
population centers with state parks and important recreational assets.
It is founded upon extensive local and regional efforts to plan and
build trails. The Great Trails State Plan will link communities to the great 
outdoors, while creating opportunities for transportation, conservation, 
recreation, education, physical health, environmental health, tourism, 
and economic prosperity.

GOALS OF THE GREAT TRAILS STATE

The Great Trails State Plan and network seeks to connect all counties and 
key destinations throughout the state to a growing network of strategic 
greenways. Other principal goals of the plan include: 

•	 Foster connections between urban and rural areas in all 100 counties

•	 Provide transportation options between where people live, work and 
play for people of all ages, backgrounds and abilities

•	 Create opportunities for conservation, recreation, education, physical 
health, environmental health, tourism, and economic prosperity

•	 Identify resources needed to plan, design, construct and connect the 
system

•	 Facilitate multi-jurisdictional partnerships to support, develop, 
manage, and maintain the system

A VISIONARY PLAN FOR NORTH CAROLINA

Decades in the making, through hundreds of local plans and initiatives, the 
Great Trails State (GTS) is ready to become a reality. This plan, for the first 
time in the state’s history, identifies a proposed network of trails that would:

•	 Connect all 100 counties throughout the state; 

•	 Create lasting investments in rural and urban areas;

•	 Provide a return on investment of $1.72 annually, for every $1 of 
initial trail construction, from sales revenue at local businesses, 
sales tax revenue, and benefits related to health and transportation 
(source: NCDOT and ITRE, https://itre.ncsu.edu/focus/bike-ped/
sup-economic-impacts);

•	 Provide opportunities for healthy, active transportation (responding to 
a surge in trail use during the COVID-19 pandemic);

•	 Provide infrastructure to support North Carolina’s $28 billion outdoor 
recreation industry; and

•	 Improve health, safety, mobility, recreation, environment, and 
economic development, benefiting North Carolinians for generations.

The GTS Plan recommends recurring state funding for trail feasibil-
ity studies, right-of-way, design, and construction. A GTS Advisory 
Committee will be led by NCDOT and NC State Parks to implement the 
plan. To learn more, visit the plan web page and review the full plan at:

www.ncdot.gov/divisions/bike-ped/great-trails-state.

provided direction, 
representing NCDOT’s 
14 Divisions, 7 RPOs 
and MPOs, and relevant 
statewide departments 
and organizations.  

reviewed the proposed 
corridors, including town 
and county managers, 
planners, parks directors, 
land trusts, advocacy 
organizations, and many 
others.

expressed support and 
shared ideas in public 
surveys, online input maps 
and plan review, including 
850,000 of impressions 
on social media that 
generated awareness of 
the plan and process.  

www.ncdot.gov/divisions/bike-ped/great-trails-state

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

PLANNING PROCESS

40 COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

600+ STAKEHOLDERS 

11,000+ NC RESIDENTS

		  2022

Prepared for the Integrated Mobility Division of the 
North Carolina Department of Transportation, with 
NC State Parks. Prepared by Alta and Stewart.

https://itre.ncsu.edu/focus/bike-ped/sup-economic-impacts
https://itre.ncsu.edu/focus/bike-ped/sup-economic-impacts
https://www.ncdot.gov/divisions/bike-ped/great-trails-state/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ncdot.gov/divisions/bike-ped/great-trails-state/Pages/default.aspx


I
0 10 20

MILES

Bailey

Tarboro

Conetoe

Sharpsburg

Enfie ld

Weldon

Hobgood

Speed

Princeville

Spring Hope

Castalia

Mount Olive

Scotland Neck

Leggett

Seven Springs

Roanoke
Rapids

Halifax

Litt leton

Middlesex

Walnut
Creek

Kinston

Greenvi lle

New
Bern

Bridgeton

Arapahoe

La Grange

Pinetops

Princeton

Whitakers

Grimesland

Grifton

Pikeville

Eureka

Pink Hill

Fremont

Stantonsburg

Macclesfie ldSims

Black
Creek

Lucama
Saratoga

Elm City

Red
Oak

Dortches

Momeyer

Kenly

Faison

Calypso

Trenton
River
Bend

Trent
Woods

Stonewall

Goldsboro

Wilson

Rocky
Mount

Nashville

Warrenton

Macon
Norlina

Farmville

Ayden

Washington

Oriental

Bayboro

Cove City Vandemere
Dover Mesic

Vanceboro Aurora

Chocowini ty

Snow Hill

Belhaven

Simpson
Walstonburg

Winterville

Pantego

Fountain

Falkland

Bethel

Grantsboro

Hookerton

Bath

Washington Park

CAMDEN
GATES

CAMDEN
TYRRELL

CAMDEN

CURRITUCK

C
A

M
D

E
N

PA
S

Q
U

O
TA

N
K

GATES

CHOWAN

GATES

PERQUIMANS

G
A

TES
PA

SQ
U

O
TA

N
K

G
A

T
E

S

H
E

R
TF

O
R

D

M
A

R
TI

N
W

A
SH

IN
G

TO
N

MARTIN

BERTIE

H
Y

D
E

D
A

R
E

HYDE
TYRRELL

HYDE
WASHINGTON

D
A

R
E

T
Y

R
R

E
L

L

D
A

R
E

C
U

R
R

ITU
C

K

TY
R

R
EL

L

W
A

SH
IN

G
TO

N

TYRRELLPERQUIMANS

TY
RRELL

C
U

RRITUCK
TYRRELLPASQUOTANK

W
AS

HINGTON
BERTIE WASHINGTONCHOWAN

BERTIE

CHOW
AN

BER
T

IE

NORTHAMPTON
BERTIE

HERTFORD

C
H

O
W

A
N

P
E

R
Q

U
IM

A
N

S

PERQ
U

IM
A

N
S

PA
SQ

U
O

TA
N

K

N
O

R
TH

A
M

PT
O

N
H

E
R

TF
O

R
D

Roxobel
Colerain

Lewiston
Woodville

Kelford

Kitty Hawk

Southern
Shores

Edenton

Askewville

Hertford

Creswell

Hassell

Oak Ci ty

Windsor

Woodland

Lasker Cofield

Winton

Gatesville

Bear Grass

Duck

Gaston

Columbia

Jackson

Conway
MurfreesboroGarysburg

Seaboard

Severn

Ahoskie

Como

Plymouth

Nags Head

Kil l Devil
Hil ls

Parmele JamesvilleRobersonville

Wil liamston

Roper

Hamilton Manteo

Powellsvil le Winfal lAulander

Rich Square

Harrellsville Elizabeth
City

ALLIGATOR RIVER NATIONAL
WILDLIFE REFUGE

POCOSIN LAKES
NATIONAL

WILDLIFE REFUGE

MATTAMUSKEET
NATIONAL

WILDLIFE REFUGE

PETTIGREW
STATE PARK

CAPE HATTERAS
NATIONAL
SEASHORE

ROANOKE RIVER
NATIONAL

WILDLIFE REFUGE

DISMAL
SWAMP STATE

PARK

MACKAY ISLAND
NATIONAL

WILDLIFE REFUGE

PEA ISLAND
NATIONAL

WILDLIFE REFUGE

MERCHANTS
MILLPOND

STATE PARK

JOCKEYS RIDGE STATE PARK

Chowan R iver

Pe rquimans River

Roano
ke River

Ocracoke

Swanquarter

DRAFT Great Trails State Network

State & National Trails

Other Features

Proposed Shared Use Path

Draft Alternate Route

Existing Shared Use Path

Gap 

Ferry

Potential Spine Network

East Coast Greenway

Mountains to Sea State Trail

Municipalities

Managed Areas

County Boundary

1

2
3

7
91213 45

6

810

11

14

Roanoke Rapids to Gatesville

Gatesville to Merchants Millpond & Dismal Swamp State Parks

Elizabeth City to Dismal Swamp State Park

Elizabeth City to Outer Banks

Corolla to Nags Head

GTS Network Segments

1A

1B

1C

1D

1E

Nags Head to Ocracoke

Elizabeth City to Edenton

Edenton to Williamston

Williamston to Pettigrew State Park and Columbia

Columbia to Outer Banks

Plymouth to Lake Mattamuskeet and Swanquarter

1F

1G

1H

1I

1J

1B

1C

1D

1E

1F

1G

1H

1I

1J

1K

V I R G I N I A

1K

1A

Duck Trail

Corolla Bike Path

Outer Banks Trails (Multiple)

Outer Banks Sidepaths (Multiple)

Skewarkee Trail

Morotoc Trail

N O R T H A M P T O N

H E R T F O R D

G A T E S

Dismal Swamp Canal Trail

B E R T I E

C
H

O
W

A
N

P
E

R
Q

U
I M

A
N

S

P
A

S
Q

U
O

T
A

N
K

C
A

M
D

E
N

C U R R I T U C K

D A R E

H Y D E

T Y R R E L L
W A S H I N G T O N

M A R T I N

H A L I F A X

E D G E C O M B E

P I T T

B E A U F O R T

P A M L I C O

C A R T E R E T

95

17

17

158
13

158

12

64

264

64

DIVISION 1


